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. _ York. One helper to the prosperity of the

| __open‘to-morrow evening with Mrs. Emilie

troupe of Russian dancers, Mayme Reming-

‘vlhmD.

ANOTHER

THEATER 70 OPEN.

{ .
“LITTLE JOEANNY JONES’ TO RE-
TURN TO THE NEW YORK.

“Fantana” and ‘‘The Rollioking Girl”
stlll Running—Popular Price Houses
Resame—Wistaria Grove Has New
Features—Noveities at the Seaside.

New York's list of midsummer amuse-
ment places will have an addition to-moyrow
night when the New York Theater reopens
with George M. Cohan and his own musical
comedy, “Little Johnny Jones.” This is
the eighth engagement of the company
in this oity. The cast remains practically
the same as in the prévious appearances of
this compeny in the city, with the exception
that Truly Shattuck's place has been taken
by Adele Rafter, who will play Florabel
Fly, the San Francisco newspaper womap.
Tom Lewis continues in the character of
The Unknown, a rble scarcely secondary
in interest to that played by Mr. Cohan
himself. Other members of the company
are Jerry J. Cohan, Charles Bachmann,
Sam J. Ryan, Helen F. Cohan, Edith Tyler
and Ethel Levey.

“Fantana” is to stay at the Lyrio until
late in October and by that time it will
have had nearly 400 performances in New

lay is that the Lyric has entrances both on
;‘orty-oeoond and Forty-third streets and
can be kept reasonably cool at all times,

— e

At the Herald Square “The Rollicking
Girl"” seems to have heen aided rather than
injured by the little cessation of its run in
the hot spell. Sam Bernard is as amusing
as ever in his part of the wigmaker, Schmals,
and Hattie Williams and the rest of the
company are capable assistants.

“Lifting the Lid,” “The Whole Damm
Family" and the comic automobile chase
are still the attractions of the New Amster-
dam Aerial Theater, Fay Templeton, Louis
Harrison, Virginia Earl, Stella Mayhew,
Maude Lambert, Julius Tannen and D. L.
Pon, with a, chorus of eighty, help to make
a lively evening's entertain .. The roof
show will continue until the mster-
dam opens in September_ with" or &
©Co.'s production of “The Prodi;gl 8n.”

The novelty at tho Wis 3 Grove on
the New York Roof this week will be the
Three Sisters Merrog-Camaras, acrobats,
from the London Hippbdrome. The Jug-
&uu Bannons is another'new aot. Ferry

rwey and the Three Zoellers will be re-
tained. Le Domino Rouge and Elsie Janis
m of course, central figures of the gecond

of the program. .

Carmencita, who returns to America
after a long absence, heads the bill at Ham-
merstein’s Paradise Roof Gardens. Others
{n the show are the Zancigs in their thought
transference act, the Six Musical Cuttys,

lliene and his trained monkey, Hayes and

ealey and the Taylor Sisters.

A number of the popular price theaters
have begun, or are soon to begin, their
seasons, The Thalia opened last night
with “The White Caps,” a new meladrama.
The Third Avenue also opened last night
with “The Convict's Daughter.” .

The New Star opens on Aug. 5 with Julian
Rose, the Hebrew impersonator, in Theo-
dore Kremer's thriiler, “Fast Life in New
York.” The Murray Hill will start the
season on Aug. 10 with Charles Bowser in
.hp.n' Boy."

Clyde Fitch's “Nathan Hale" is to be
produced for the first time by any stock
company at Proctor’s Fifth Avenue Theater
this wegk. The tiile role wili be played by
Howard Kyle, who has starred in the piece
on the road.

The Fifty-eizhth strect house will have
another stock company noveity in W. J.
Kiernan’s melodrama, “The Gunner's
Mate.” The cast will include James Durkin,
Adele Block and others.

“Forget-Me-Not,” which Rose Caghlan

on a starring tour, will be played at
the 125th strect theater. Beatrice Morgan
will have the part of Stephanie. James B.
Wilson and Geoffrey Stein are also in the

oast.

Della Fox heads the vaudeville bill at
Prootor's Twenty-third street. The extra
feature i3 the Four Lukens, gymnasts.
Oenaro and Bailey, Charley Case and the
WRappo Sisters are also in the bill.

Keith's headliner for the first week in |
August is John F. Byrne and his company
of comedians and acrobats, presenting for
the first time in vaudeville the pantomimic
comedy “The Swiss Express,” a condensed
wersion of “Le Vovage en Suisse.” On the
same bill will be Frank Bush, the original
Hebrew storyteller; Clayton Kennedy and
Mattie Rooney in the musical comedy di-
version, “A Happy Medium”; t issea
Tobin, the Young American Five, Burke's
musical dogs el-A-Phone, the mimic
and whistler; Dan Quinlan and Keller Mack,
and others.

Tony Pastor has a bill headed by Miss
Morton and Paul Nicholson in a farcical
eketch, “The Ladies’ Tailor.” Inman, Wake-
fleld and company, Holman, Hayward and
%.ywud, Hawthorne and Burt, the three

‘eaton sisters and Cwen and Owen are
others in the long list.

Conterno’s_band continues its evening
concerts at Terrace Garden, in East Fifty-
eighth street. .

Huber's Fourteenth Street Museum will

Hoach, one of the wives of John Hoch, as a
feature.

Among the figures that are attracting
attention at the Eden Muaée are thpse of
the Mikado, the Czar and the Kaiser. The
f‘ in the groupp of rulers of the world. |

n the center is President Roosevelt dressed |
in civilian clothing. H

SHOWS AT THE SEASIDE.

New Elll at the Manhattan—Changes at
the Big Parks.

The new bill at the Manhattan Beach
Theater this week is headed by George
Evans “The Honey Boy” and Cheridah
Simpson, the comic opera ringer, Another
fnteresting feature is i's musical horse.
The rest of the bill incluaes the Peschkoff

ton and her Buster Brownies, the
Yoacarys and Harding and Ah Sid.
Japanese day will be celebrated at Pain's
Amphitheater to-morrow when some fire
raits of war heroes will be shown, On
ednesday evening the soldiers of the
United States army at the neighboring
posta will attend.

religious services will be held in
the arena of the Boer War enclosure at
Brighton Beach at 10:30 o'cock this
morning. 'The entire camp will turn ous in
parade and march to service, which will be
conducted by the m;in. the Rev. Wil-
Hughes, ted by Gen. Piet
Cronje. Cant. Arthur W, Lewis, manager
of the Bocr War spectacle, has extended an
{nvitation to the public to ba present. *

LunA Park reporfs an attendance this
year in excess of either of its previous
summers. The shows, new and old, are
drawing well and the free circus over the

n in the conter of the park is con-
stantly having new features.

At Dreamland the management has dis-
ocovered that there is nothing the summer
amusement hunter likes better than to be
med about, and the management prides
on nina such attractions ranging from
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Young Consul, mﬂqw whioh
recently arrvied at the Bostock wild animal
show at Coney Island, already wears Lis

about ‘l’\h mluhtm'::f 'Y
ense and expertness of &
Bonavita's ' llons, Mme, Morrelll and her
leopards, '!hy (fils) and the wild animal
musician comedy are as popular as ever.

“The New York ;_t-l; North Pole” show
with its illusion of a vesssl moving to the
T T i v ke
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Surf avenue crowds am at

land.

“The Galveston Flood,” with itsa new
musical nymbers and new actor-lecturer
offers all the vsrht{ that one ocould expeoct
for a summer night's entertainment.

DEATH PENALTY IN MEXICO.

Public Sentiment Is Generally Averse to
its Exeoution.

From Ike Mexican Herald,

Unless there ocours some check in the
growth of the feeling of revulsion agalnst
capital punishment, the next generstion in
Mexico is llkely to glean all its information
regarding that Interpretation of justice that
demands a life for a life from history or from
reports of exeoutions {n other countries.

In Mexico oity it has been thirteen years
since the legal execution of & private oitizen
has taken place. In Monterey it has been
nine years. In other States years have
elapsed since men pald the penalty for thelr
crimes with their lives. In the courtyard of
Belem the wall against which the condemned
men were stood {s scarred with bullet marks,
but prisoners have ceased to regard it wigh the
terror they once might have felt and prison
ofMclals bave fallen into the habit of regarding
it more or less as & ourlosity rather’than as &
part of the working machinery of the Institu-
tion.

The last time a prisoner was, stood before
that wall was following the famous assault of
a band of robbers on a jewelry store in Pla-
teros street. The place waa looted and the
proprietor, an old man, was murdered at 8
time when the street was crowded. One of
the robbers was Bruno Martinez. His execu-
tion was probably one of the most sensational
as well as the last that was ever witnessed
in Mexloco, He had secured a knife, and &
the hour of his death ran amuck, wounding
the chief of detectives and oreating almost &
panic before he was finally overpowered and,
forced to receive the bullets of the firing
sguad,

Mercly taking advantage of the opportu-
nities offered by’law serves to enable the con-
demned man in Mexico to esoape death for
many months, but after every appeal has
been taken it is & question of commutation or
exocution, Possibly no man condemned to
death can rest with assurantce that by exer-
cise of official clemency he yill escape death,
but it {s doubtful if there is an attorney in
the country who would not fegl slmost osn-
fident that in the end he could obtain for his
client a commutation of the sentence to twenty
years imprisonment.

This condition of affairs is due largely
to the feeling in the matter entertained by
the chief executive, but a few years ago there
was issued in this country a flood of literature
giving the arguments against caupital pun-
ishment. These works were widely read,
and the sentiment thug created has doubtless
done muoh toward reducing- the number
of capitél punishments. °

As long as capital punishment is authorised
by the laws of the country It is probable that
the method of execution will be shooting.
This method of legally sending a soul into
eternity |s one that causes the peopie of other
countries to shriek with horror, but after all
there probably has never - been suggested
& more humane means of ending the life of a
man. If there can be assurance that the
men with the rifles shoot straight there can
can be littledoubt that death will be as nearly
instantaneous as that prescribed by any other
method.

Certainly at the time Mexico adopted the
method of shooting it was an improvement

1 over the garrote—a device not worse and not

better than hanging if a merciful executioner

stood bapind the poit. But not every execu-p
tioner in the days when the garrote flourished

was a merciful being. It was the garrote the

Spaniards brought to Mexico. As long as

they retained their power here it was the com-

mon machine of execution. On the retire-

ment of the Spaniards the figing squad took

the place of the excutioner and their rifies

the place of the garrote,

Executions of soldiers for infringement on
military discipline are still not uncommnn,
but even exocutions of this class are more
rare now than they once were, and it ia not
impossible that the day may come when it
must be an exceedingly grave and atrocious
crime that will bring for the perpetrator,
whether civilian or soldier, a heavier sen-
tence than that which can be given within
the prison walls,

NARROW ESCAPE FROM A SHARK

Big Fish Leaped Into § Boat After a Plump
Little Darky Boy

From the St. Nicholas. )

The yellow fever was .raging in the city
of Vera Cruz that year, and one of the large
West Indian liners which arrived on a cer-
tain day was obliged to anchor off in the
harbor. A small boat, known as a dinger,
floated astern, and in this an active young
colored boy of about 15 was busily at work
washing off the seats. The boat lurched
over with a sudden dip as tha boy bore his
weighgy on one of the thwaris, and Pedro
heard a warning shout from the steamer's
deck just in time to give one terrified glahce
around and to hear a nolse he knew only
too well.

Without an instant’s hegitation he jumped
overboard from the opposite side of the boat.
For as he looked he caught sight of the jaws
of a great shark which, spying this tempting
moreel of a plump little darky boy, had leaped
toward the careened boat with open mouth.
So vigorous was the shark’s leap that as
Pedro went ovle; one‘halde of the boat the
shark flo at the othpr. N
used to pt.mo lxrroundiun’ snd“mbh:'llr)x'
his prey, he floundered around until his helﬁ
d he slid from the
rarcening boat Into the sea
the people on the amer could flisg a har-
poan_at him. Almost as he disappeared

ro's head po Ped up on the epposite

o of the boas, and fn & terrible frignt he
clambered into the dlnaoy again, as thor-
oughly scared a young darky as ever had

esoape.
Had he not thus saved himself from the
maneater, help from the steamer woult;n have
been necessary, and even then it Is more than
probable that the boy would not have been
saved. Thia |a a remarkable instance of the
ferocity of a shark seeking his prey out of
the water.

ain before

Swordfish Fought Capter.
From the Boston Globe.

Capt. Charles York of the fishing schooner
Eva Mildred had a catch of seventy-five large
swordfish to dispose of yesterday morning,
caught on the southeast Georges. Besides
his fish he had a part of a swordflsh sword
to which there was a tale of narrow esca
of one of the crew attached. be

Edward Fstes ia the name of the fisher-
man who is congratulating himself on the
bad aim of the swordfiah, "‘:th one taken
on the trip. It was late esday after-
noon when the lookout at the foretopmast
ted the flsh foating on $he surface of
the water. He hailed thé deck, and the man
at the wheel steered for the fish, the spears-
man making ready to strike at him. It
proved a very bie one, and the spearsman
sent the lily iron intohim with all his force.

The Tun on eck holding the buoy
attached to the lily iron repe ‘P‘rd soarcely
time to cast it overboard, so sudden wus the
dive of the surpri fish. It fell to Edward
Estes to take the dory and go after the fish
with a rowing mate. Estas caught up the
buoy, and planting himnelf "at '.ge stern d&f

dors;‘. began to pull in the line. As soon
as the fish felt the first tug on the line he
tnrned in the directiontof the dory, and came
for it llke a'flash. Diving within ten
of it, he came \:&) under tt, and _drave the
hard. bony sword nearly two feet through
;'m‘\ h"‘,“‘m- within a few Inches of where

Jeton stood, ‘e

The nwon caught fast, and the Nsh nearly
overturned the dory In 'his attempta to get
free. Esatas ont tha Intmdla. aword off at
the hottom of the dort and the firh fread
itaelf. and Inter was killod. Thé piece of
:wnr;i cut off by Estes was kept on board as a
rophy. ;

PROSPECTS ALONG WEST COAST
ARE NOT FAVORABLE,

Might Grow Well in Seme Sections, but
Preduction Weuld Net AfTect Amerioan
Sepply—In Many Years There Might
Be Prefiunced 830,000 Bales, the
Extreme Peossibility for the Territery.

The problem of British grown ootion
has been prominently before the publio
for the past three years, and West Afrioa
is credited with being the most likely country
for its successful commerdial oultivation.
The Royal British Cotton Growing Asso-
clation in its report places great faith in
the possibilities of the different Weet Afri-
oan colonies, but so far the results have
been. very poor and discouraging. The
object of this article, writes a West Africa
ocorrespondent of the London Timss, is to
give the public some idea of the prospects
and possibilities of British West Africa,
together with partioulars of the progress
«f ootton growing up to the present date.
The olimate, soil, population, means of
transpo?t and rainfall vary so muoch in the
different colonies that to give a true account
of the copditions and prospects each colony
should be treated separately.

JLagos at present {s the most impoftant
colony from a oottan growing point of
view, and possesaing as it does a railway

oil tree belt it should be the first oolony to
give definite results, Cotton has always
been grown by the Lagos Yoruba tribes,
and in 1867 the exports consisted of 353
tons, while during the thirty-five years
epded 1901 raw ootton to the value of £500,000
was exported from the colony.

The population of Lagos and the Ilorin
districts of Northern Nigeria may be taken
not to exceed 2,500,000, and of this number
fully two-thirds reside within the palm oil
tree belt of country and are fully ocoupied
with the exhtl\g forest products. The re-
maining 800,000 are dependent upon cattle
raising, guinea ocorn and local industries
for their livelihood. Most of the cotton
exported from Lagos has been grown out-
side the palm belt in the Ibadan, Oyo,
Ilorin and Meko districts of the colony,
and it may be taken as proved that cotton
growing cannot compete successfully with
the palm oll industry in the districts where
the palm trees are plentiful,and for a per-
manent supply cotton buyers must depend
upon the non-palm tree country.

It is estimated that under the most favor-
able cenditions—i. e., the creation of cen-
tral buying stationg, good transport facili-
ties and high prices—the natives of Lagos
colbny may be able to produce 200,000 bales
of cotton annually, in addition to their
present forest and farm exports of palm oil,
timber and cocoa; but, owing to the lack of
transport facilities, bad roads and the fail-
ure to date of experiments to improve
the quality of cotton grown, it will be many
years before an output qf 40,000 bales of
cotton per annum is attgined. Even apart
from the question of cotton wing, La-
gos colony is badly in need of good roads
capable o carrying wheeled trt&c. and un-
til the roads and bridgés are built the dis-
tricts most suitable for cotton production

t extent untapped.
oS arming has been started
by the Cotton Growing Association upon &
large scale, and last year 120 acres were
cl and planted with American seed
but the resuiting crop was a failure; an
as the cotton plant’s enemy, guinea grass,
is very prevalent in the colony, it is doubt-
ful whether large plantations run by Eu-
ropeans upon American lines will ever be
successful. Other experiments with Ameri-
can cotton seed have not v
encouraging, and the question whether
American or native cotton be most en-
couraged appears to have been settled
in favor of the first named before sufficient
information had been collected upon the
subject, and before it had proved itself
adaptable to West African conditions.

e beat native cotton from the Meko
district is even now equal to American
cotton as grown in Lagos. Whether it
would not be better to improve the native
variety with or without the help of Ameri-
can seed is a queation which will eventually
have to be faced if cotton is to be grown.
Tha Cotton Growing Association has es-
tablished buying and_ginning agencies
at two stations on the Lagoe government
railway, and is now erec nf a third gin-
nery upon its plantation. If the estimate
of 40,000 bales is to be realized, agencies
will have to he opened up in parts of the
country away from the railway, where
owing to transport difficulties, it is doubtful
if cotton growing will prove a commercial
succeas.

The colony of Bouthern Nigeria, adjoin-
ing Lagos, and now, for administrative pur-
poses, attached to the latter, has so far
given very unsatisfactory returns for the
monsy spent by the Cotton Growing Asso-
clation. A plantation upon the Sobo plains
was map! out !ast year and several hun-
dred acres cleared and planted with Ameri-
oan seed. About £5,000 is said to have been
gﬁm, upon the conoern during the year, and
the resulting & uction of cotton, valued
at less than £100, is very discouraging. The
failure was undoub due Prlnclpcll to
olimatic difficuities, poverty of soil and the
inexperience of those responsible for the
selection and working of the venture,

rlmenum ng:h‘ n:ed in ¢ and
expe! are on out in other
districts with a view of gaining more knowl-
edge of the soil, seed and climate before
launching out on a large scale again.*

It may be taken for granted that over
the greater portion of Southern Nigeria the
natives will only cultivate the cotton plant,
shauld a suitable seed be discovered, as a
lubuldhzourm product. Although in the
distriots bordering Northern Nigeria, where
the country is more suitable to its growth,
ootton mf be produced as a staple article,
a production of 20,000 tales will not Le
chronicled for many years, if ever. South-

ria is the only colony possessing

ri ce giving good and ready
transport facilities, but, being righ in for-
est products, timber, rubber and oil palms,

cultural country.

Cotton will undoubtedly grow well in
different parts of the Gold Coast\ Colony,
but the transport difficulty, coupled with
the demand for labor at the mines, is against
its comm development, and in the
Volta district, where agriculture has made
great strides during the past few years
the cocoa tree has taken a firm grasp o
the natives' attention, and, upon the whole,
the cotton question is not likely to he fa-
vorably answered under the conditions
likely to rule the labor market in the Gold
Coast Colony for many years to come,

The nllwa{ running from Bekondi to
Kumassi was built to serve the gold mines,
and as the couptry around it is densely
wooded and does not contain a large popu-
lation, it cannot do mueh to help tﬁe cotton
industry. It will not pay to clear the bush
near the raliway, and, consequently, when
the transport eystems and facilities for
cotton handling in Weat Africa are con-
sidered, the Gold Ccast Railway need be
ﬂlvon scant attention while its terminus

at Kumassi.

The colony of Sierra Leone has, in com-
mon with that of the Gambia, a very heavy
rainfall, and, although cotton is grown in
most parts of these colonies,” they do not
possess the lation necessary for the
development g cotton upon a large sacale.
The lack of population is much againat
the cultivation of great avantities of cot-
ton, more especially as fully a third of the
people reside in the pralm tree district and
may be reckoned as taking a minor interest
in ocatton growing, The population may
be roughly estimated at 800,000 for the
two oolonies.

The stanle food raised all over Sierra
Leone is rice, and it is customary to grow

good remilts are apparently ohtained in tm:
way. There are no great forests in

potton districts, and the low hush is easfly
cleared. The ootton asspciation’s planta-
tion in Sierrs Leone was a failure last year,

and a large area of country outside the palm | \,nq

.world, and that the frequent earthquakes

it cannot be looked upon as being an agri- |

ocqtton and cassava mixed with the rice, and |

spent upon the country. Rallways, not

ut several, will have to be constructed

before the country is opened up, and untl
such rdlwug age b\*z and river trans

mad est Africs will be of no im-

il fries rgg lbf‘n')?iﬂ‘gl.'ll,

. N u
Gold Coast, , mipone and Gamblia,

er the most favorable circumstances
faocill

transport charges, to a

land of from6d. to . per pound lint cotton,
and, if even te quanti are to
be shipped, both the natives s

ship owners will have to accept lower rates
in order to com with the American
article. Much of the ootton exported
this year from West Africa has been sold
in England at a loss of 1d. pound, and
such a state of affairs cannot continue very.
long. The lack , the compe-
tition of the nat: orest produots, palm
oil, kernels, rubber and mahogany, the
industry all tend to make the oulti-
vation of cotton difficult and of minor im- |

' d Coast,
Nigeria will have to ¢
The production this year will
6,000 bales.

QUEER ANIMAL SUPERSTITIONS.

Play Important Part in Many Religions
of the Werld.

The pig plays a part in many bellefs. Mr.
Hickson, who traveled much in the Celebes
and adjacent islands, says the London Glode,
found a tribe who believedd that the whols
earth is borne by a pig belonging to the god
Mak-a-wa-lang, who dwells in the under

in that region are caused by the pig rubbing
itaelf against the trees.

Some of the inhabitants, however, assert
that the world does not stand oa the pig
itself, but on a number of piles, and it Is
against these that the porker rubs itself,
with such terrible results. Another example
of pig superstition is found in the mythology
of the East, from which one learns that when
the earth was hidden away by the malice of
a giant the god Vishnu took upon himself
the form of a great boar. This animal had
flery tusks, with which it rooted the earth
up from the depths of Patalas, putting it
once more in its proper place. This circum-
stance places the pig high in the estimation
of a large portion of the people of Asia by
associating it with his third Avatar, in com-
memoration of which the god is sometimes
represented in Hindu temples with the
head of a pig.

Animals generally, however, have not
insignificant positions in the realms of super-
stition. Thus, in Holland and Belgium, to
kill a stork is considered one of the greatest
misfortunes that could happen to a man,
for ill luck is certain to follow him through
life. In the Ural Mountains the peasantry
believe that if a wolf sées a man before the
man sees the wolf the man will be struck
dumb and remain so as long as the wolf
lives. The Eskimos consider that bad for-
tune will follow a humter unless whenever
he kiils & polar Bear he cuts off the animal™s
nose and throws it on the fce. The Lappe,
too, believe that the bear s inveated with
supernatural powers, and consequently never
mention his name, speaking of him as “God's
dog,” or “the old man in the fur cloak.® The
screeching of an owl or the killing of one,
as well as the croaking of a raven, or the
crowing of a hen, are also sometimes regarded
as indications of coming calamity.

But some of the most {nteresting super-
stitions are connected with death. In
some country districts of England and Ger-
many there is an idea that if the bees swarm
upon a rotten tree there will be a death in
the family owning or living on the propeity
within a year. In Greenland when a child
dies the natives bury a live dog with it, to
be used by the child as a gulde to the other
world, because, they say, a dog can find its
way anywhere,

A prettier custom prevails among the Sen-
eca Indians when a maiden dies. A young
bird s {mprisoned until it first begins to
sing, and then they kiss it and set it at liberty
over the girl’s grave, belleving that it will
not fold its wings nor close its eyes until
it has flown to the spirit land and delivered
its burden of affection to the departed one.
In this way it is not uncomman for a score
of birds to be set loose pver the same grave,
The Mojaves say that all the dead who are
not cremated are turned into owls, and the
screeching of ene of these birds at night
they imagine to be caused by the spirit of
some dead Mojava. '

And in the Mohammedan ‘creed animals
have a place. Among the beliefs of the fol-
lowers of the Prophet is one that eleven ani-
mals were admitted to Paradise. These®
were the dog Khatim, of the Seven Bleepers
of Ephesus; Balaam s ass: Seolomon’s ant,
the particular one which reproved the slug-
gard; Jonah's whale, .Ishmael’s ram, the
camel of Saleb, the cuckoo of BelkLs the ox
of Moses: Al Borak, the animal which con- 4
veyed Mohammed to heaven: the ass on
which Christ rode into Jerusalem, and the
one on wkich the Queen of Bheba rode when
she paid her famous visit to Solomon. This
is not, however, by any means the only super-
stitious bellef concerning Paradise, For
fnetance, many of the South Sea Islanders
belleve that heaven can only be inheri
by persons whose physical forms are perfect,
Where this idéa prevails a man will die rather
than submit to amputation. It would seem
that John Chinaman's pigtall owed its ex-
{astence to the bellef that it would form a
convenient handle- by which one day he
would be lifted into Paradisa.

Beyoid His Limit.
From the Boeton Hereld,

During the civil war soldiers were very apt
to become intoxioated, as liquor was some-
times the only drink they could get, One
wleer who was in the habit of ming
intoxicated was remonstrated with by the
Colonel of his regiment, the oconversation
which took plage r follows:

" 'F""b y clean man, sir.”

hank you, Colonel.

“But, sir, you hsvg.bnd habits. "

‘1 am oor;y for that, Colonel.”
“You drink, sir." x

‘1 am frry for that.

“Oh, 1 mi' oy Are sorry, but why don't
you drink like "

) e
Heolonel, 1 coutdn’t do it: it would kill me.”

Walking contests are te bo revived by
the Amateur Athletio Unioh, and these
fine healthy events, which for years graced
the champlonship program will adern it
onoe again. Thers has been no walking
since 1008, when W. B, Fetterman of the
New York A. C. won the mile ohampion.
shipin 6 minutes ¢4 ¢-5 seconds at Chicago,
where the meeting took place. The year
previous the three mile walk was dropped,
although both competitions had bsen on
‘t:o championship list since the first meet,

1876,

It was sald the walks were eliminated
to make way for the highly problematical
and senselens eixercise of throwing the
disous, This substitution was caused by
the victory of an American, Bobert Garrett
of Prinoeton, at the first revival of the Olym-
plo games at Greece in 1800.

For a while afterward the athletes bere
were simply discus mad and, of ocourse,
the A. A. U, legislators had to add it to the
program at the expense of the time honored
branch of modern athletics. Now there is
a reaction, for familiarity has shown that
disous throwing is no real test of muscular
power, for the big men who exocel at the shot,
hammer and “56" cannot throw it at all,
It requires a knaok, like flinging the boome-
rang, and one who cannot master this secret,
no matter how strong he may be, cannot
boale the thing even a respectable distance.
Next fall both at the wetropolitan and
national conventions steps will be taken to
have the walks inserted in the program.
The discus will be dropped and consigned
to an appropriate oblivion.

Many of the oldtime athletes and patrons
of sport in the early days favor the revival
of walking and state that it should never
have been dropped. A lot of the oldtime
walkers are around yet hale and hedrty,
whilse not a few who attracted interna-
tional attention o the sport have joined the
great /majority. these are Billy

g Among
Meek of the old West Bide A. C., and the

:
4

g
g

tofnﬂmonnlcouphofyun.‘o.
f the rwt cham! who are around
it is repo that a few will be on hand to
try how the flight of years has dealt with
their walking muscles. Sam Liebgold of
the Pastime A. C.; winner of the three miles
from 1892 to '08, and the mile from '04 to 07,
hds kept in fair trim and will be ready at
the first revival event. His brother Louis
will also be rud;for the fray. Tom Sher-
man of the New York A. C., who aocounted
for the mile in ‘01, '02 and '03, is to be seen
daily in the lower part of the town and
looking in fair shape. Frank P. Murray
of the old Williamsburg A. C. is yet In the
Jand of the living, but it is improbable that
he will t? for further glo “Cinders, "
as he was famillarly known, “died® and came
to life onoe before,and he said it was enough’
and more than anoug: for any martal.
wa back in the early 'S0s s
made his début and in a short time was
a veritable iconoclast among the record
tables. On Oct. 22, 1888, he wglked the
mile in 6 minutes 29 3-5 seconds, the best
record for an amateur, and it is a remark-
able fact that it has withstood the assaults
of walkers the world over ever since.
The May following Murray made the two
miles in 13 minutes 48 3-8 seconds and this
mark was onlinbeamn last year b{la. E
Larner, the {linh champion. urray
went to England in 1884, but the walking
officials there thought his style was not a
fair one, and he was several times disquali-
fled for “lifting.” His record for three
miles, 21 minutes 9 1-5 seconds, made on
Nov. 6, 1883, has never since heen eclipsed.
After his return from England in '84
Murray won the American three mile cham-
pionship and retired. As he afterw
said, himself. he was dead for six long yout
but the glare and glitter of the New Yor
. C.-Manhattan A. C. fight for the Bailey
ks and Biddle plaque stirred the blood
in ‘“Cinders,”” and he prepared for the three
miles. Those who were at ﬁumu on
Onalostan Island, Washington, well remem-
ber the exhibition of s given by Murray.

' bounded his shiny
t, and at

away,
&u-unlulntheuuﬁgh

the first lap had a lead of five

. _The wise

ones '
'blovpup' before the end, bu

he went the finer was his stri

freer his actlon, until he won

in 32 minutes 38 3-5 seconds e six years
he had lain dormant he lived over in that one
night in Washington after the games were
over.

The reason for the revival of walking
was that a number of ex-athletes were
anxious for it and sorrg that it should
ever have been left off ¢ ed)ro . Two
of the most prominent are ugﬂ H, Baxter,
the millionaire athlete and ex-champion

le vaulter of the New York A. C,, and
mrry E. Buermeyer, the ex-champion shot
putter and boxer and one of the founders of
the New York A. C. Speaking of the incjusion
of the walking events in future meets,
Mr. Baxter said: “We are perhaps the most
impressionable nation in the world and at
all times too ready to adopt any old fad or
custom that ’;‘{ﬁ"‘ happen along from
Europe or any other country. At the mast,
this disous is a crazy event and no test of
an athlete. The proof of the assertion is
that the two men—QGarreli and Sheridan—
mo:é expert at it to-day could not if they
tried for a century make a second with any
of the other three weights. is a
quarter miler and fairly efficient with

® gtk\]omnd che{e yo::‘mve 'hlt- linﬂut‘.d

“Sheridan’'s strong nt outside of
the discus is the shot, sngo where men of
the front rank compete he is not heard of.
But, of course, be has shown himself to be
a first class all around ormer. The
shot, 86 and hammer afford ample variation
in the weight throwlns d ment with-
out mterinf to an additional item for the

se of developing the ' knacks and
{'ric of big men. t ;

“That the walks should’ have been re- .
moved to make way for this nondescript
sport is certainly deplorable. . Ev
country in the world where athletics

ractised has had walking races, and
rhey are there to-day. “We had them on
our first program in 1878 and should have
them now'if we were only as consistent
in our methods as the English or other

ple who take their sports the right way.

0, because somebody comes along and
tells us a thing is wrong we instantly belisve
him and changs to his idea. )

“It {s even a wonder we have the events in
their nt shape and that we are not
trying to run on our handa or attemptin
to hop on our heads or some other stun
that some lunatio might suggest. -Look
at the amount of trouble the A. A. U. officials
to-day are ha with this so-called game
of basketball.  They g& mére trouble
by this 'h:!‘ than by the track and field
sporta. And it is the same case as former!
with baseball, football and billiarda.
cannot understand why walking was ever
d:-:tppod. It is one of the ﬁnoa{ exercises,
and decidedly a 0 ‘'on.an athletic
Hmmm- It .coild come in between t

eatnand finals of & 220 or 440 yards, or any
place, and bea rolief from the monotony of
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